
東日本大震災の際にトモダチ作戦に参加し放射線に被曝された米国兵士の皆様へ 

To US soldiers who participated in Operation Tomodachi and were exposed to radiation 

during the Great East Japan Earthquake. 

 

Let us introduce you The Tomodachi Operation Victims Support Fund (Koizumi 

Tomodachi Fund) . 

 

The fund was established by the former Prime Minister of Japan Mr.Junichiro Koizumi, 

who is Honorary Chairman of the Research Institute of the Johnan Shinkin Bank. We 

have been supporting through financial aid to the US soldiers who participated in 

Operation Tomodachi and were exposed to radiation during the Great East Japan 

Earthquake.. 

 

 

The secretariat of the Koizumi Tomodachi Fund is as follows 

 

Mr. Yoshinobu Shimada 

Executive Director 

(Expert in International Financial Business ) 

 

Ms. Aimee Tsujimoto 

Executive Secretary 

(US citizen, journalist, Author of “Tomodachi (Friends) drifting away”) 

 

Contact 

 

・How to submit your application to the Fund, Please go to the following website 

https://koizumifund.wixsite.com/mysite 

 

・How to support the Fund, please send e-mail to 

tomodachi@jsbank.co.jp 

 

・mail 

7-2-3 Nishi-gotanda Shinagawaku Tokyo JAPAN 141-8710 

The Johnan Shinkin Bank Corporate Plannning Division 

Johnan Research Institute  



Following article is the Johnan Research Institute Survey Report No. 27 in 2016 

 

Former Prime Minister of Japan Mr.Junichiro Koizumi, the Honorary Director of Jonan 

Research Institute, visited San Diego, California, USA from May 15th (Sunday) to 19th 

(Thursday), 2016, and deeply concerned about the “Operation Tomodachi (Friendship)” 

in Fukushima. He met with former soldiers who have been suing against TEPCO and 

others due to being exposed to the radiation at the Daiichi Nuclear Power Station and 

held a press conference. 

 

<What is “Operation Tomodachi” / Aircraft carrier Reagan Lawsuit? > 

 

Immediately after the Great East Japan Earthquake, US fleets such as the 

nuclear-powered aircraft carrier “Ronald Reagan” were dispatched off the coast of 

Tohoku to carry out relief activities such as transporting relief supplies. At that time, an 

accident occurred at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station, and the wind blew 

toward the sea, so the radioactive plume (cloud) directly hit the aircraft carrier. 

 

Coming back from Japan, the ex-crew members suffered health damage one after 

another, and in December 2012, eight ex-soldiers said, “As a result of continuing the 

rescue activities because the danger of radioactive materials was not correctly 

announced, I filed a suit with the federal district court in San Diego seeking damages 

from TEPCO and others. According to the plaintiff's lawyer, seven people have died of 

leukemia and osteosarcoma, and the number of plaintiffs has increased to about 400. 

 

<Meeting with 10 former soldiers> 

 

Former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi heard the story of "Operation Tomodachi" 

and "Reagan Lawsuit" and said, " After knowing the suffering US soldiers, as a 

Japanese citizen, I would like all the Japanese people to know the reality. With a strong 

desire, I decided to visit the United States and had an interview with 10 former soldiers 

in three days. " 

 

According to Reagan's former crew members, the information about the nuclear 

accident and the contaminated area was not conveyed to them, and former Prime 

Minister Junichiro Koizumi, who was issued on June 15, 2016, visited the United States 

and the former soldiers who were exposed to radiation during the "Operation Tomodachi 



". 

 

At the meeting, one of the soldiers said that he was carrying a blanket and other relief 

supplies on the deck with a helicopter, and was helping people drifting in the sea. When 

he returned to the aircraft carrier after completing the mission, he noticed the 

seriousness of the situation for the first time by the alarm of the radioactivity 

measuring instrument. It was also found that radioactively contaminated seawater 

(desalinated water) was used for eating and drinking and showering. 

 

After coming back from Japan, it seemed that ex-soldiers were forced to be discharged 

due to health problems such as tumors and nosebleeds that stopped, and they were 

unable to receive satisfactory treatment due to heavy medical expenses. 

 

<Speaking of the need for support at a press conference> 

 

Former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi held a press conference after the meeting 

with the former soldiers and said, "The soldiers of the United States who have done 

their utmost for the relief efforts for Japan are suffering from a serious illness. It cannot 

be overlooked." He stressed the need for assistance. 

 

 The press conference was packed with reporters from domestic and overseas TV 

stations and news agencies, and was widely reported in TV news and newspapers in 

Japan. 

 

<After returning to Japan, a lecture held in Yurakucho> 

 

Former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi held a lecture at Yurakucho Asahi Hall on 

Thursday, May 26 after returning to Japan, and announced that he had visited the 

United States and met with former soldiers who participated in "Operation Tomodachi". 

As a nation, he emphasized the need to support former US military soldiers who 

complain of health damage due to exposure to the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power 

Plant accident. 
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